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Recalculating route....please make a U-turn in 400 ft.
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I can't STAND it when I miss a turn. It's bad enough that I had to use my GPS in the first
place. Now, I can't even follow turn by turn directions. In my defense, often when I “miss”
a turn, it's because the GPS didn't give adequate notice. But still, it’s discouraging to have
to recalculate and, worse still, to do a u-turn with passengers in the car.
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This is the type of discouragement I've felt nearly all of September. See, we had a destination all mapped out. Our Kids’ Ministry team was hard at work planning a big Wednesday night program to invite our community to. It would have a free meal, fun games and
engaging Bible stories. It was going to be epic and launch just before Halloween!
Then, Delta.

Recalculating route...

It wasn't our fault, but it felt personal. Cases in our county started to rise, members of our
church had positive tests, and the mood of the community sank. The covid blues were
palpable. Our October launch had to be postponed. I felt as if the wind were knocked out
of me. As I chatted with folks about my disappointment, I learned we are far from alone:
nearly every industry had a setback this month. Hope was a rare commodity.
This made our postponing even harder to bear. See, the very reasons it was not safe for
us to host Wednesday nights are the same reasons it is so badly needed! Kids are lonely
and isolated. Parents are stressed out and tired. Everyone is longing for a sense of community, of belonging. While I was trying to come to terms with postponing our kids’ ministry, the Matthew Initiative was searching for an alternate route.
Matthew Initiative: please make a U-turn
We were not able to do everything we wanted to do in October, but what could we do? We
couldn't do in-person ministry at the excellence level we desire. Could we still help meet
the needs of kids in our county? That simple re-framing of the question led our Kids’
Team to a new route towards launch. Our hope is to offer a Low-Touch High-Impact
food ministry to help families with food insecurity. The goal is to meet a practical need
while simultaneously expanding our church's visibility. By reaching out to families with
food insecurities now, we can build rapport that will bolster our in-person ministry when we
can launch (hopefully in January).
The plan
Provide free meals to-go Wednesday nights during November and December.
Partner with elementary school counselors to invite families to Mocks Meals.
Recruit 16 volunteers to participate in this two-month ministry. (two teams of 8,
alternating weeks).
Pray, Pray, Pray and invite.
...You are on the fastest route
Turns out the destination is the same: to invite all children into a living relationship with Jesus. The route is just a bit different. Do you want to join the ride?

Worship Services
Join us as we gather at 11:00 am in the Sanctuary for worship. Masks are recommended, especially if you have not received a vaccine (following advice from the CDC and
Governor’s office.)

*******************************************************************************************************************

Sunday School Classes - on Hold for Now!
When classes return – see below:
Children’s Classes - Ages 3 yrs. to Middle School, incorporating age appropriate activities for (Cathy Hockaday & Anne Allen)
Fellowship Class: (Pedie Carter) will meet in the church basement classroom.
Cornerstone Class: (Terry Allen) will meet in the second classroom in the fellowship hall.
(Members of the United Adult class are welcome to join one of the other adult classes above until they
resume their meetings.)

At this time, we will NOT have a nursery during the Sunday School hour. Little ones are
invited to sit in with the adults, where they will have PLENTY of extra grandparents itching
to give mom or dad a break.
* Virtual Sunday School will still be available on Sunday evenings at 7:00 pm until further notice. Zoom. (Nicole Martin)
******************************************************************************************************

Children’s Worship Nursery – On HOLD for now!
Available for children through 3rd grade.
Helpers will be needed for our nursery! There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex.
(Two people needed each week)
*******************************************************************************************************************************************************

Choir Practice
On Hold until further notice

Mocks United Methodist Women
The UMW will NOT meet in October and November. However, we are sponsoring the Shoebox
Campaign again this year!! If you would like to shop and pack a box for the Shoebox campaign (in
person or virtually), that is wonderful! Please bring all filled boxes to the church narthex. But, if you
don’t feel you can shop or don’t want to shop; we can pack a shoebox for you virtually this time! Virtual
shoeboxes are $25.00 each. You can select if you want a box for a boy or girl and what age range you
would like to sponsor. You can even include a note in your box if you would like to! Please see any
member of the UMW if you would like to support this very worthwhile cause. National Collection week
is November 15th; so if you are doing a physical box, please have it at the church by Sunday November 14th.
We hope you have a happy and safe fall!!!! See you at our next regular meeting January
2nd, 2022!!
Reminder: Sunday, October 17th – Noisy Offering!
********************************************************************************************

United Methodist Men
Monthly meetings and breakfast have been put on hold until the first of the year.
Conditions will be re-evaluated at that time.

***********************************************************************************************************************************

10/6
10/9

Bill Mock
Brian A. Carter

10/15 Tom Mock
10/19 Rueleen Kapsch

10/24 Terri Miller
10/29 Ricky Hockaday

Prayers & Squares:
If you are interested in quilting, or would like to learn, please join us in the fall.
Schedule to be determined. Donations of materials and/or money are needed for supplies.
Thank you for your help! (For more info – contact Carol Pifer – 336/940-2333)

Wednesday Bible Study
Pastor Luke and Kari will be hosting an outside bible study at their house Wednesdays from 6:00pm-7:00pm starting September 22nd. The group will be reading through
Ephesians and will likely meet through October (weather permitting). Bring a chair, bible
and a friend! Email Lukemitchell@gmail.com if you'd like to attend. Discussion guides will
be distributed at the first session.

Women’s Bible Study
Kari Mitchell and Patti Wall-Gooch are organizing a community bible study for
women this fall. The group will go through the Defined Bible Study, by Stephen
Kendrick. The 8 week study begins October 9th from 9am-10:20am. The first session will
meet at Hillsdale UMC and will alternate between Hillsdale and Mocks.
We will be studying the Gospel of John, using the book by N. T. Wright (Tom): John,
for Everyone Part 1 which will cover chapters 1-10. Each person is responsible for buying
the book (hopefully before the first meeting to ensure you have it by the second meeting
when we actually start discussing it). I'm planning on covering about a chapter of John a
week, which includes reading the scripture and Wright's commentary on it, which totals
20ish pages of easy reading. I will also encourage answering some reflection questions to
prepare for discussion, but no one will know if you don't! 😉
The prices found online are:
Amazon $11.99 (prime, no shipping cost)
Lifeway $16.20 plus shipping
Christian Book $16.20 plus shipping
Ebay $1.49-$15.27
Even if you miss a week or three, come when you can because each week will be a standalone thing.

Thank you!
Rosalie Allen would like to thank everyone for all their help, support, and love over
the years during Johnny’s illness and passing. The love shown through calls, visits, food, and
support from the Mocks congregation was greatly appreciated! Thank you all!
***************************************************************************************************************

Prayer Concerns
Barbara Parker, Bill Eggers, Bob Bailey, Bob Smith, , Christina
Lashmit, Donald (Squirrel) Jones, Dottie Coleman, Dorothy Genton,
Doug Whitaker, Gary & Tina Gardner, Gary Speicher, Houston “Fox”
Crater, Jacque Mills, Jerry Crouse, Jerry Daves, John & Anna Hancock,
Joyce Butner, Lee Coble, Lonnie Ray & Lena Whitaker, Marc Stock,
Mark Swaim, Mildred Taylor, Peggy Sisk, Phoebe Smith, Ron
Weaver, Rosalie Allen, Ruby O’Neal, Sherman Dalton, Sue Johnson, Susan Foster, Tammie & Richard Groce, Taylor & Kayla Crotts, Tim
& Andrea Phelps, William Carter.

Beyond Us: Pray for:
-

Our country and leaders
Law enforcement officers
Those fighting Covid 19 & the new Delta variant
All healthcare and essential workers
Teachers and students
Distribution of vaccines – more will be willing to take

Storehouse for Jesus: October
Juice and Non-refrigerated juice concentrates, Ground & Instant Coffee,
Tea bags (black tea – regular & decaf, not herbal teas),
Sweetened Kool-Aid, and Bar Soap.
As the effects of Covid continues, there is still a great need for contributions!
We continue our collection of food and personal hygiene items for Storehouse for Jesus.
Please help support this ministry!!

Next Collection: Sunday, Oct. 24th

Mocks UMC Virtual Sunday School
Although classes are resuming in person, we are still having online (Zoom) Sunday school class
on Sunday evenings as long as some want to attend. Anyone can join.
Books for the Fall Quarter are available in the church or contact your teacher.

Here are the details of Zoom Sunday School class meetings:
Date and Time: Sundays at 7:00 pm
Teacher: Nicole Martin
Facilitator: Junko Gilbert
Material: We use the Adult Bible Studies Sunday School quarterly book. There are some in the church,
or contact your teachers.

NEW LINK: Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87220781896?pwd=OThiTUk1UmhwcVVXYWZnQ3Z5VGdxdz09

Meeting ID: 872 2078 1896
Passcode: 636569

If you have any questions with either one, please let me know. I can help you.
Love and peace in Christ,
Junko Gilbert
junkogilbert@gmail.com
Cell: 336-813-6042 / Home/Office: 336-794-6570
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