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I had a great idea. The year was 1999. There were concerns something glitchy
might happen at the turn of the millennium. Something to-do about ones and zeros. Would the computers be able to make the switch? How bad could it be?
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Bunkers were made, survival kits sold out, and good luck finding a generator!
New Year’s Eve parties in major cities were canceled. What could have gone
wrong? Well, when computers were first being made, memory was expensive. To
save space, most lines of code wrote the year 1970 as just 70. Over time large
companies like banks, brokerage houses, and utilities wrote billions of lines of
code. Sometime in the 90s programmers realized the uncertainty that could happen when the clock struck midnight. Would the computers malfunction? Would
banking systems think it was 1900?
Twelve-year-old Luke didn't know much about the tech details, but he knew there
was jitters. Our family hosted a new year’s party for the youth group every year,
so I made a plan. At midnight, I was going to flip off the breakers in the garage! It
would be hilarious, right?
A few minutes before midnight, I slowly left the gathering, walking to the garage.
I don't know how he knew, but Dad was waiting. Apparently, he anticipated my
sense of humor. “Come on Dad, it’s going to awesome.” “Son, what if the power
doesn't turn back on?” I doubt he believed the power wouldn't return, but I was
stumped. What if...
1999 presented the modern world with a daunting IF. Would there be chaos in
the coming year? How long would it take programmers to fix the code? If things
go astray, would they ever go back to normal? As 2021 approaches, not much
has changed. What if normal doesn't return? What will the new-normal look like?
Whether it’s ones and zeros or RNA and protein, we will always have challenges
to normal. This month we will be studying the first seven chapters of Matthew
where Jesus challenged the normal of His day. The beatitudes and sermon on the
mount seemed to flip the script on what God's view of a normal life ought to be.
Remember when we thought the whole world would change? Well, according to
Jesus, it already has, and we can be a part of His exciting new normal.

Worship Services
Join us as we gather on Sundays at 11:00 am in the Sanctuary for worship.
Mask and social distancing are required! As you enter and leave, please try to refrain from any
gathering or socializing in groups. Hope you will join us!
If for some reason service is cancelled, you will be notified by email and phone tree. There
will be a virtual service.

Pastor Luke’s January Sermons:
A New Normal?
Jan. 10th : New Way to be Human
Jan.17th : New Five-Year Plan

Matt. 3:1 – 4:11
Matt. 4:12-25

Jan. 24th: Webster Got It Wrong Matt. 5:1-12
Jan. 31st : Upside-down
Matt. 5: 13-37

Indoor Services/Meetings
As we return to the church sanctuary for worship, we will need to follow the guidelines of both the
Western North Carolina Conference bishop and the state of North Carolina. (see cleaning procedure below)
 If you are sick, please do not attend worship.
 All who attend worship will need to wear a mask. Gloves are optional. We will only provide
masks for visitors.
 We will have one greeter at the front door to welcome people to worship. We will also have one
person responsible for bulletins. Bulletins will be placed on a table in the narthex and each worshipper will be able to pick up their own bulletin without having to come in contact with anyone.
 “Passing of the Peace” will not involve physical moving around the sanctuary that will violate safe
social distancing.
 We will not pass the offering plate during worship. Instead, offering plates will be placed near both
entrances to the sanctuary.
 We will not have a choir at this time.
 We will observe Holy Communion using individual sealed wafer/juice.
 We need to practice social distancing with seating. Every other pew will be marked off and worshippers are encouraged to sit diagonally as opposed to directly in front of or behind fellow worshippers.
 All hymnals, bibles, pens, and offering envelopes will be removed from the pews.
 Activities for small children will not be provided. Please bring from home if needed.
 At the end of worship, congregation will be dismissed by rows from back to front. Please refrain
from any gathering or socializing in groups inside and outside of church.
 In-person Sunday school is on hold for now but note the virtual class on ZOOM.
 Please observe social distancing in restrooms. We recommend only one person use the restroom at a time. Remove a hand towel from the dispenser first, then wash your hands. The trash
receptacle will be near the door so that you may use the hand towel to open the door.

Mocks UMC
Fellowship Hall Cleaning
(Each group is responsible for cleaning after their meeting)

Cleaning supplies are stationed in the fellowship hall for use.
*************************************************************************************************

Thank You!
Where can one find the words to express the kindness you showed to me and our family during
the loss of the love of my life, Roger mock Jr. Thank you so much for the prayers I so continue to need.
Thank you for the cards which I continue to read and help to soothe some of the pain. The prayer quilt,
no words can express what it means to me. I continue to listen to the service where the congregation
lifted up prayers with uplifted hands. I thank you for the blessing of the quilt and prayers said for
us. The food Mocks Church provided was very thoughtful. The many friends who brought food for us
we thank you so much. I knew when I joined mocks Church 49 years ago I found a church like no
other. I've never felt this kind of heartfelt love from a church before.
Carol Mock, and Chad, Tabitha, Christian and Nathan Mock.

************************************************************
Update: If your address or phone number has changed this year, please
contact the church office (336-998-5518 or mocksumc@yadtel.net) so we can
update our records.

on

Mocks United Methodist Women

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2021 from your United Methodist Women!!!
“Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her.” Luke 1:45
Our first UMW meeting of 2021 will be held January 3rd at 3:00 with a combined online and inperson meeting, consider joining us in the form that best suits you! We have a busy first couple of
months in 2021 coming up. We will be electing offices for 2021 and planning our annual disbursements for the year as well. Peace and love this holiday season. Everyone be safe and be well!
Submitted by Nicole Martin

UMC ZOOM:
Topic: Mocks UMW Meeting (recurring) Keep this info for future UMW meetings.
Time: Jan. 3, 2021 03:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Every month on the First Sun, until Feb 7, 2021)
Feb 7, 2021 03:00 PM
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Monthly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZ0qfmurDwqE9JH3dJ8AUkWyw9yhld8Qa4S/ics?icsToken=98tyKuGhqTMqHNaSsBCBRpx5B4qg
c-7zpmZfj_p3tEzhKXhyVwjBL_UbK7pzFIDh
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89780627096?pwd=djJDc3FtODVHdUxoTmRiQk4xWFpFUT09
Meeting ID: 897 8062 7096
Passcode: 942015
**********************************************************************************************

Mocks United Methodist Men
NO meeting in January
*****************************************************************************************

Jolly Sixties
As the virus is worsening, we will not meet until further notice.

Wishes for a Happy & Healthy New Year!

1/1
1/11

Bill Rummage
Matt Pennington

1/12
1/14
1/25

Rosalie Allen
Suzanne Doub
Jackie Mock

1/31
1/31

Mitzi Carter
Tim Phelps

****************************************************************************************************************************

Prayer Concerns
Bobby Winters, Buck Potts, Cheryl McAllister, Cora Tew, Family Bob
Bates, Family of Michael Fleming, Johnny & Rosalie Allen, Josh
McCusker, Joyce Butner, Laura Jane Barnhardt , Lonnie Ray & Lena
Whitaker, Maggie Donohoe, Mercy Bravo, Michele Blabac, Mike
Gooch, Pat Carter, Robbie Lanier, Sue Johnson, Wanda McCune.
Beyond Us: Prayers continue for those fighting the virus and all the
health care workers! Thankful for the vaccine!
Pray for the brave essential workers that continue to serve us and our law
enforcement officers.
Pray for our country and our leaders.

Storehouse for Jesus: January
Cereal, Oatmeal, Grits, Pancake Mix (complete) and Syrup, and Toilet paper.

Due to Covid and the affects is has created, there is a large increase in the need
for food, but a decrease in the contributions.
We continue our collection of food and personal hygiene items for Storehouse for

Jesus. Please help support this ministry!! Next Collection: Sunday, Jan. 24th!

Mocks UMC Virtual Prayer Meetings
Cancelled until further notice.
*************************************************************************************************

Mocks UMC Virtual Sunday School
We are still having online Sunday school class using the Adult Quarterly. Anyone can join. If
you need a book, let Nicole or Junko know and there are some in the back of the sanctuary. It's nice to
be able to see fellow Mocks Church friends and learn from the Bible even via online with Zoom.
Here are the details of Zoom Sunday School class meetings:
Date and Time: Sundays at 7:00 pm
Sunday School Teacher: Nicole Martin
Facilitator: Junko Gilbert
Material: We use the Adult Bible Studies Sunday School quarterly book. Contact the teachers if you
need a book.
Use the link below to join with video, or use phone-in information below to join with your phone. Or
enter calendar info for easy reminders.
Topic: Mocks UMC online Sunday School class (we are currently using the Spring Adult quarterly)
Time: Weekly on Sundays at 7:00 pm Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system.
Weekly: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/tZctdOmhqDIvHtcFyoQThGbnOy1hwVxVoj_u/ics?icsToken
=98tyKuGrrjgqE9KctR2ERpwqAojCc_PwplhYgrdeugbqMhRbRQH4GfsTOqVJCO7f
Join Zoom Meeting Sundays at 7:00 pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83030969543?pwd=dDdlcXhONzNIQ3pKMTVJbWc5c0hRdz09
Meeting ID: 830 3096 9543
Password: 302327

If you have any questions with either one, please let me know. I can help you.
Love and peace in Christ,
Junko Gilbert
junkogilbert@gmail.com
Cell: 336-813-6042 / Home/Office: 336-794-6570
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